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Framing

R/T Grant # Independence

1. Grant in this context necessarily means that a country gets independence. When colonial powers
“granted” independence to their colonies, the colonies became their own countries
2. Even if “grant” simply gives Catalonia a choice, the region would chose to be independent.

R/T Crisis

R/T Crisis Continues

Generic

My opponents have framed this issue wrong. This isn’t a battle between Catalonia and Spain, it’s the
political project of a couple separatist radicals who have never enjoyed popular support

1. Support for independence has actually decreased. Gunterman at the Washington Post finds:
support peaked in 2013 at 49%, but since then, it has fallen to just 35%.

Gunterman 17 Eric Guntermann, 10-11-2017, "Analysis," Washington Post,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/10/11/the-myth-of-massive-support-f
or-independence-in-catalonia/ //DF

These events — and particularly the disputed results of the referendum — give the impression that Catalans are clamoring for independence.
But this is wrong. _Before the referendum, a minority of Catalans supported independence. The most recent
survey by the Catalan government’s Center for Opinion Studies (CEO), which was conducted in July, showed that only a minority of Catalans

(35 percent) supported independence. The graph below plots the trend in support of independence based on CEO surveys going

back to 2006. Before 2010, it was rare for more than 20 percent of Catalans to support independence. After 2010, support

increased for two reasons. First, the Great Recession struck, leading to widespread unemployment. Second, the Constitutional Court struck

down an overhaul of Catalonia’s statute of autonomy — the equivalent of its constitution — at the request of Spain’s conservative People’s
Party. In 2013, support for independence peaked at 49 percent. But since then, support for
independence has declined, falling below 40 percent last fall. In fact, in the most recent survey, 76

percent of Catalans actually identified with Spain. in another survey, 56 percent of Catalans stated that they would never
vote for the Catalan president’s party. Support for Catalan secession is, thus, far from overwhelming.

2. The separatists have no mandate. Lublin at the Washington Post explains the election system is
stacked in favor of the separatists, which is how the three pro-independence parties won a majority
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while losing the popular vote. Catalonia’s election system gives rural provinces, where separatist
parties do well, more seats in parliament than cities. Had Catalonia allotted seats fairly among the
provinces, pro-independence parties would have lost

Lublin 17 David Lublin [professor of government in the School of Public Affairs at American University],
12-22-2017, "Analysis," Washington Post,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/12/22 /how-a-bias-in-catalonias-electi
ons-helped-the-separatists-win/ //DF

But here’s the problem: The separatist victory is a manufactured product of Catalonia’s electoral system, in
which voters cast their ballots for a single party list and seats are awarded to parties proportionally using the d’"Hondt formula within each of

Catalonia’s four provinces. As I've explained before, this system is stacked in favor of the separatists — which is how the three
pro-independence parties won a parliamentary majority while receiving just 47.7 percent of the vote.
Three factors skewed the results. First, Catalonia gives the three more rural provinces, where
separatist parties do well, 15 more of the 135 total deputies than they merit based on population.
Conversely, Barcelona, the most unionist province, is underrepresented. This is known as
“malapportionment.” Had Catalonia allotted seats fairly among the provinces, pro-independence

parties would have fallen one seat short of a majority. second, separatist parties benefit from the tendency of districts
with fewer seats to give a bonus to stronger parties. The disproportionality between the share of votes and seats won by a party increases as

the number of seats declines. In a district with just one seat — like in the U.S. House — it’s possible to win with just 51 percent (or sometimes
less) of the vote. The same thing is true even under proportional representation. In districts with just a few seats, you sometimes see similar
disproportionality. In 2016, Spain’s governing People’s Party won two of the three seats in Cuenca province with just 46 percent of the vote.
Had Catalonia held its elections in a single, regionwide district, separatist parties would have won just 66 seats — two short of a majority. Third,
the d’Hondt formula used to allocate seats based on votes, while commonly used around the world, is biased in favor of larger parties. Another
way of allocating seats, called the Ste. Lagué formula, is more proportional and not biased in favor of large or small parties. In Thursday’s
election, substituting Ste. Lagué for d’'Hondt would have whittled the pro-independence majority from five seats down to one — even if all
other aspects of the system, including malapportionment, had been retained. Switching to the fairer Ste. Lagué formula and either eliminating
malapportionment or electing the Parliament from a single district would have awarded parties opposed to the UDI a five-seat majority over
pro-independence parties. Electoral rules may seem like trivial details compared with the emotional debate over Catalonia’s status. But these

rules matter a lot. Thursday’s [the] outcome in Catalonia gives pro-independence forces a psychological boost
and allows them to claim a popular mandate — even though they received fewer votes than their

opponents. The day after the election, separatist leader Carles Puigdemont claimed that the results showed that the desire for
independence “is neither a fantasy nor a hologram” and demanded that Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy “accept the results of the
ballot.”

1. The separatists are moderating. Eyal at the Straits Times reports that the new parliament has
already made concessions to Madrid by refusing to let exiled lawmakers vote in the parliament, and
electing a moderate to the speaker’s position. And even though Puigdemont wants to rule Catalonia

from abroad, most separatist lawmakers don’t think he should become President
Eyal 18 Jonathan Eyal, 1-19-2018, "Signs of moderation from Catalan nationalists," Straits Times,
http://www.straitstimes.com/world/europe/sighs-of-moderation-from-catalan-nationalists //DF

The move again raises the spectre of a prolonged constitutional fight over Spain's territorial integrity. But there are also indications

that a new generation of Catalan nationalists may be anxious to avoid further constitutional showdowns

by adopting a more moderate stance in their disputes with Spain's central government. With its distinct language and history,
Catalonia has enjoyed a large measure of autonomy for almost half a century, and the continuation of this status is not challenged by any

Spanish politician. The dispute is instead over the intention of a motley collection of nationalist and far-left parties to obtain full independence,
even if this means resorting to extra-legal means. Last year, they held a referendum on Catalonia's independence, despite the fact that Spain's
highest courts declared the vote null and void. Turnout was just 42 per cent and the exercise lacked any safeguards of fair ballot counting.
Nevertheless, Mr Carles Puigdemont, the then-President of the regional Catalan government, claimed that the Catalans "won the right to be an
independent country" and used the referendum as a justification to declare independence unilaterally. The central government in Madrid
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responded by dissolving the Catalan government and ordering new elections. Most of Catalonia's top officials have since been charged with
sedition and abuse of office, although Mr Puigdemont and his closest associates fled to Belgium, where they are fighting a Spanish extradition
warrant. New elections were held in Catalonia last month, and the chief winner was the Citizens' Party, a centrist movement strongly opposed
to separatism. However, given the province's electoral system, the Citizens' Party secured only a quarter of the seats in Parliament, with a
collection of separatist movements still being able to form a majority. The expectation was, therefore, that the confrontation between the

government in Madrid and the separatists would resume. But as the newly elected Catalan Parliament met for the first time
this week, there are signs that the nationalists are pulling back from the brink. They initially intended to
allow Mr Puigdemont and four other fugitives from Spanish justice who have been re-elected to vote "through
representatives" in the new legislature. But when Spain's central government threatened court proceedings to
rule this illegal, the Catalan separatists accepted that those not present would not be able to vote. more

significantly, the nationalists pushed through on Wednesday the election of Mr Roger TOrrent, a 38-year-old moderate, as the new
parliamentary speaker. Mr Torrent immediately struck a conciliatory tone, seeking to reassure those who

oppose Catalan secession that the majority which the pro-independence parties enjoy would not be abused. "Absolute majority is
not absolute truth," he said, quoting the words of a famous Spanish academic. "Majorities have to be taken for what they are: a stimulus that

spurs us to work and not a blank cheque for the government." All eyes are now on the political machinations to create a new government. Mr
Puigdemont wants to return to power as the head of the new Catalan Cabinet, notwithstanding the fact that he is in Brussels. His idea is that he
could run Cabinet sessions through online Internet chat and messaging services such as Skype which, supposedly, would make him just as

accountable to Parliament and officials as if he were physically in Barcelona, Catalonia's capital. But Spanish Prime Minister Mariano&igy
has threatened a swift court challenge should Mr Puigdemont go down this route, arguing that "government
by Skype" is "an absurd idea". And most of Catalonia's own nationalists privately agree. while they are loath to see
Spain's central government prevail in this confrontation, they also fear that a further dispute over Mr Puigdemont's

status will end in another legal defeat and may expose the nationalist movement to ridicule. The decision
on a new government will come next week, and the outcome remains unpredictable.

2. De-link: Instability is not long term. Look to the Quebec secession movement as an example. Stein in
2006 explains that even though tensions in Canada were extremely high, including violent radical
independence organizations, the situation calmed within a few years without Quebec gaining
independence. Even though tensions are high that doesn’t mean they will never be resolved. For
example, it is more likely that Catalonia gain more control over their economy in order to quell the calls

for independence.
Stein, Michael B. “Separatism in Canada.” The Canadian Encyclopedia, 7 Feb. 2006, www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/separatism/.

The separatist movement re-emerged as a political force in modern Québec in the late 1950s and the 1960s, a

time of great socioeconomic change and nationalist foment in that province. The most important early manifestation of this rejuvenation was

the leftist Rassemblement pour I'indépendance nationale (RIN). The RIN began as a citizens’ movement on 10 September 1960 and
became a political party in March 1963. It first competed electorally in 1966, and together with other separatist groups garnered over
9% of the Québec vote. Some violent radical fringe movements committed to independence aiso operated during

this decade, most notably the Front de libération du Québec (FLQ), which attained notorietv in the October Crisis of

1970. Two years later, when the new Constitution Act, 1982 was introduced — following months of

heated negotiations on its terms by Ottawa and the provinces — Lévesque's PQ regime was the only provincial
government not to have signed the deal, saying the terms were not acceptable to Québec. Although the new constitution still applied in the

province, the absence of the Québec government's consent became a political sore that would fuel

separatist sentiment there for years to come. (See Patriation of the Constitution.)



http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/separatism/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/articles/front-de-liberation-du-quebec
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/articles/front-de-liberation-du-quebec
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/articles/october-crisis
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/patriation-of-the-constitution/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/patriation-of-the-constitution/

R/T Popular Support

1. The Washington Post finds in 2017 that empirically, support for independence is not even at its
highest rate.

Eric Guntermann (Washington Post). “The myth of massive support for independence in Catalonia.” October 11, 2017.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/10/11/the-myth-of-massive-support-for-independence-in-catalonia/?utm_ter
m=.9f48f3a17513

The most recent survey by the Catalan government’s Center for Opinion Studies (CEQO), which was conducted in July, showed that OI1|¥ a

minority of Catalans (35 percent) supported independence. The graph below plots the trend in support of
independence based on CEO surveys going back to 2006.
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Before 2010, it was rare for more than 20 percent of Catalans to support independence. After 2010, support increased for two reasons. First,
the Great Recession struck, leading to widespread unemployment. Second, the Constitutional Court struck down an overhaul of Catalonia’s

statute of autonomy — the equivalent of its constitution — at the request of Spain’s conservative People’s Party. In 2013, support for
independence peaked at 49 percent. But since then, support for independence has declined, falling
below 40 percent last fall. In fact, in the most recent survey, 76 percent of Catalans actually identified
with Spain. In another survey, 56 percent of Catalans stated that they would never vote for the Catalan president’s party. Support for

Catalan secession is, thus, far from overwhelming.

2. According to Reuters on 24% of Catalans want to continue with the independence process while

71% says they would prefer an agreement based on Catalonia staying with Spain.

NA (Reuters Staff). “Barely a quarter of Catalans want to pursue split from Spain: poll.” November 27, 2017.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-spain-politics-catalonia/barely-a-quarter-of-catalans-want-to-pursue-split-from-spain-poll-idUSKBN 1DROXI
MADRID (Reuters) - Barely a quarter of Catalans want to continue with a plan to claim independence from Spain in the wake of Dec. 21 regional
elections, according to a poll published in El Pais newspaper on Monday. An illegal Catalan independence referendum on Oct. 1 plunged Spain
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into its worst political crisis in decades. It eased after the sacking of the secessionist Catalan authorities by the Madrid government elicited little
resistance. But uncertainty could return if the pro-independence camp wins in the Dec. 21 vote. Just 24 percent of those polled by
Metroscopia said they would like to continue with the independence process after the elections,
whereas 71 percent said they would prefer politicians to find an agreement based on Catalonia

staying part of Spain. Pro-independence parties may fail to retain an absolute majority of seats in the Catalan parliament in next
month’s election, the first part of the poll published on Sunday showed. However, the survey’s margin of error at 2.4 percent and the fact
support was evenly split between the two sides makes reading conclusions from polls difficult. The telephone poll surveyed 1,800 Catalans
between Nov. 20 and Nov. 22. Failure to capture a majority in the regional parliament would be a heavy blow for Catalan separatists who have
billed the election as a plebiscite on Madrid’s decision to impose direct rule on the region last month. The Oct. referendum produced a large
majority in favor of independence, but turnout was only 43 percent because many who opposed the breakaway did not vote. Catalan separatist
parties are forecast to win 46 percent of the vote, down slightly from 47.7 percent in a previous election in 2015. Unionist parties combined
would account for another 46 percent of votes, up from less than 40 percent last time, according to the Metroscopia poll. Turnout for the
election, which former Catalan leader Carles Puigdemont said on Saturday would be the most important in the region’s history, is predicted to
reach a record 80 percent.

R/T Separatists Won Referendum

1. Unionists didn’t turnout to vote because they didn’t want to legitimize the election and risk
engaging with the police.

R/T December Regional Election

1. This is a false victory. Lublin at the Washington Post explains: the election system is stacked in favor
of the separatists, which is how the three pro-independence parties won a majority while losing the
popular vote. Catalonia’s election system gives rural provinces, where separatist parties do well, more
seats in parliament than cities. Had Catalonia allotted seats fairly among the provinces,

pro-independence parties would have lost

Lublin 17 David Lublin [professor of government in the School of Public Affairs at American University], 12-22-2017, "Analysis," Washington
Post, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/12/22/how-a-bias-in-catalonias-elections-helped-the-separatists-win/
//DF

But here’s the problem: The separatist victory is a manufactured product of Catalonia’s electoral system, in
which voters cast their ballots for a single party list and seats are awarded to parties proportionally using the d’"Hondt formula within each of

Catalonia’s four provinces. As I've explained before, this system is stacked in favor of the separatists — which is how the three
pro-independence parties won a parliamentary majority while receiving just 47.7 percent of the vote.
Three factors skewed the results. First, Catalonia gives the three more rural provinces, where
separatist parties do well, 15 more of the 135 total deputies than they merit based on population.
Conversely, Barcelona, the most unionist province, is underrepresented. This is known as
“malapportionment.” Had Catalonia allotted seats fairly among the provinces, pro-independence

parties would have fallen one seat short of a majority. second, separatist parties benefit from the tendency of districts
with fewer seats to give a bonus to stronger parties. The disproportionality between the share of votes and seats won by a party increases as

the number of seats declines. In a district with just one seat — like in the U.S. House — it’s possible to win with just 51 percent (or sometimes
less) of the vote. The same thing is true even under proportional representation. In districts with just a few seats, you sometimes see similar
disproportionality. In 2016, Spain’s governing People’s Party won two of the three seats in Cuenca province with just 46 percent of the vote.
Had Catalonia held its elections in a single, regionwide district, separatist parties would have won just 66 seats — two short of a majority. Third,
the d’Hondt formula used to allocate seats based on votes, while commonly used around the world, is biased in favor of larger parties. Another
way of allocating seats, called the Ste. Lagué formula, is more proportional and not biased in favor of large or small parties. In Thursday’s
election, substituting Ste. Lagué for d’"Hondt would have whittled the pro-independence majority from five seats down to one — even if all
other aspects of the system, including malapportionment, had been retained. Switching to the fairer Ste. Lagué formula and either eliminating
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malapportionment or electing the Parliament from a single district would have awarded parties opposed to the UDI a five-seat majority over
pro-independence parties. Electoral rules may seem like trivial details compared with the emotional debate over Catalonia’s status. But these

rules matter a lot. Thursday’s [the] outcome in Catalonia gives pro-independence forces a psychological boost
and allows them to claim a popular mandate — even though they received fewer votes than their

opponents. The day after the election, separatist leader Carles Puigdemont claimed that the results showed that the desire for
independence “is neither a fantasy nor a hologram” and demanded that Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy “accept the results of the
ballot.”

2. Pro-separatists lost seats in parliament according to the Spain Report in December.
NA (Spain Report). “Separatists Hold On To Majority In Catalan Election.” December 21, 2017.
https://www.thespainreport.com/articles/1276-171221232904-separatists-hold-on-to-majority-in-catalan-election

The three Catalan separatist parties—Junts per Catalunya (previously PDeCat, previously CiU), Republican Catalan Left (Esquerra, ERC) and the
CUP—nheld on to their small majority, as a block, in the regional parliament at the election held on Thursday. With 99.9% of the vote counted,
the block's 72 seats in 2015 had fallen by just two to 70 tonight, weeks after Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy

sacked the former First Minister, Carles Puigdemont, and his entire regional government after they and separatist MPs declared independence
on October 27.

R/T Puigdemont Election

This can only continue until March, because the separatists don’t want a new election that they would

probably lose
Castillo 18 Jesus Castillo [Research Analyst at Natixis], 1-22-2018, "Catalonia: An intense political agenda until the end of January," FXStreet,
https://www.fxstreet.com/news/catalonia-an-intense-political-agenda-until-the-end-of-january-natixis-201801231130 //DF

“But from a regulatory side, the candidate to the confidence vote for the Presidency of the regional government needs to attend to the debate.
Thus, according to legal experts, a remote conference does not comply with the functioning rules of the regional chamber. In such a case, the
Spanish government has already warmed that it will appeal the decision to the Constitutional Court in order to request the invalidation of the
vote if needed.” “The investiture vote should take place on January 31st at the latest. If Carles Puigdemont remains the candidate, this would

be a new challenging stage for Mariano Rajoy’s government. Indeed, it might be obliged to request the cancelling of the

illegal election of the regional President. And this might be politically very costly for his party and himself. Such an extreme
situation might become dangerous for the political stability of the Spanish government if it loses the support of Ciudadanos in the national

Congress or if all the opposition parties supports a vote of non-confidence to overthrow his cabinet (but this is not our baseline scenario).”
“Outlook: If the separatist’s majority of the regional parliament is persisting in electing Carles Puigdemont without complying with the
Parliament regulations sooner or later the Spanish Constitutional Court will invalidate its election. A new stage of uncertainties will then open.

Nevertheless, we continue to believe that the separatist parties don’t want new elections. Therefore, we think that they
will finally find an agreement to elect a President accordingly to the Parliament’s rules. But this might take

some time._They can make last the decision until end of March. buring this time, the political situation might remain quite

chaotic. Thereafter their strategy remains unknown since they have several options. But once again, whatever their decision we

believe that they would try to avoid new elections.”

R/T Cyclical tensions

The new speaker of the Catalan Parliment wants dialouge — admittedly not the best

card
Jones 18 Sam Jones, 1-17-2018, "Puigdemont tweets video mixing clips of Rajoy and Hitler," Guardian,
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jan/17/puigdemont-tweets-video-clips-rajoy-hitler //DF
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“It’s absurd that someone may intend to be a candidate to be the head of the regional government while being in Brussels and running away
from justice,” he said on Monday. “This is no longer just a judicial and political problem, this a problem of pure common sense.” On Wednesday

morning, Roger Torrent, a member of the pro-independence Catalan Republican Left party, was elected

the new parliamentary speaker. Torrent said he intended to focus on ending the Spanish government’s direct rule and

looking for “understanding and dialogue in Catalonia’s political life”. Puigdemont congratulated Torrent, tweeting: “I
am sure you will exercise the role with nobility and bravery, protecting institutions and the country.” The former Catalan vice-president, Oriol

Junqueras, remains in prison facing possible charges over the push for independence, as do the region’s former interior minister and two
prominent pro-independence activists. Article 155 of the Spanish constitution — which permits Madrid to maintain direct rule over Catalonia —
will stay in place until there is a new Catalan government. If no candidate is elected within two months of the first investiture vote, parliament
will be dissolved and new elections held 54 days after the date of the first investiture vote.

1. De-link: Hackwill of EuroNews explains that the independence movement is struggling; Artur Mas, an
historic figure for the independence party resigned because of divisions and warned that independence
should be kept off of the agenda because they failed to get more than 50% of the vote.

2. De-link: Morato of Politico in 2017 explains that there are two reasons why the pro-independence
party will become more moderate and decrease their push for independence after the December
elections. First, the radical independence party lost influence in parliament which means the
main-stream independence parties can be more moderate. Second, “Many on the secessionist side
regard the perception of increasing economic risks as one of the main factors that could weaken support
for independence in the next months or years. Thus it’s a safe bet that things will calm down and that
Catalonia will disappear from international headlines for a while.”

3. De-link: Both sides want an end to the crisis. Catalan News in December reports that Rajoy said his
party is willing to open dialogue with the new Catalan government, but not on independence.

Robert Hackwill (EuroNews). Mas quits party leadership and fires Catalonian independence warning. Published 1/9/18.
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One of the historic figures of the Catalonian nationalist movement and a former president of Catalonia, Artur Mas, is resigning from
the leadership of the Separatist Party, citing "internal divisions...and personal legal problems". As a parting shot, he
said that in today's conditions, independence is not a possible option for Catalonia right now. "Not to
have clearly exceeded 50% of the votes, obliges us to understand that accelerating the establishment

of independence can not be done in the short term," he insisted. current Catalan leader Carles Puigdemont disagrees
and believes Catalonia's nationalists have been given a mandate to govern, even if they are divided and cannot form a government.

Xavier Morato (Politico). 3 ways the election changed Catalan politics. Published 12/22/17.

The second fundamental change regards the unionists. The party that received the most votes was Ciudadanos, a center-right, liberal upstart
that opposed independence. Meanwhile, support for Mariano Rajoy’s Popular Party plunged, cutting its seats in parliament from 11 to three.

The likelihood of Ciudadanos forming part of the next Catalan government is close to zero, but the

ascendance of a right-wing counterweight to the Popular Party has the potential to disrupt the balance of power nationally. On the
pro-independence side, the most important difference in this election is the decline of the radical,
anti-capitalist Popular Unity Candidacy party, which saw its share of votes drop from 8.2 percent to
4.5 percent and its representation in parliament cut from 10 to four deputies. This is likely to be good
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news for the two more mainstream pro-independence parties, which are likely to form the new
government. They will be now less dependent on a frequently very uncomfortable ally and probably
enjoy more flexibility to negotiate with other parties in the regional parliament on many different
issues. Don’t expect them to take a confrontational approach to Madrid. One of the first priorities of
the new government will be to insulate the performance of the Catalan economy from the political
goings-on. Many on the secessionist side regard the perception of increasing economic risks as one of
the main factors that could weaken support for independence in the next months or years. Thus it’s a
safe bet that things will calm down and that Catalonia will disappear from international headlines for

a While. There is one wild card: One of the leaders of the main pro-independence parties is in jail. The other is in self-imposed exile in
Brussels and would likely face arrest should he return. That makes whatever happens next highly dependent on the attitude of the Spanish
government and judiciary.

(Catalan News). Parties call for dialogue in day 9 of election campaign. Published 12/13/17.

http://www.catalannews.com/politics/item/parties-call-for-dialogue-in-day-9-of-election-campaign.
Parties call for dialogue in day 9 of election campaign Despite general agreement that talks are needed each group defends its own priorities
SHARE 13 December 2017 07:52 PM byACN | Barcelona Wednesday was the ninth day of the election campaign, and with only a week to go
until the Catalan ballot on December 21 there was a lot of talk about talking. ‘Dialogue’ was one of the keywords of the day, although it clearly

means something different for each party. PPC willing to open dialogue but not on independence Spanish prime minister and leader of the
People’s Party, Mariano Rajoy, was in Badalona campaigning for the Catalan branch of his party and its leader and candidate, Xavier Garcia

Albiol, Rajoy said his party is willing to open dialogue with the new Catalan government, but not on

independence. The Spanish president said that his executive is “the best guarantee that Catalonia will continue to be part of Spain and
Europe.” ERC addresses Spanish president in a letter Rajoy’s comments came after a letter addressed to him from ERC’s main candidate, the
still imprisoned Oriol Junqueras, was read out in the Spanish Parliament. Junqueras called on the Spanish president to respect the results of the
election “whatever they might be”. Criticizing the police brutality during the October 1 referendum, Junqueras said differences must be
resolved with "dialogue and never with violence." Junqueras' number 2, Marta Rovira, branded today the possibility that she also be summoned

to court over the independence case as coercion.

R/T Independence Inevitable

Spain has said that it is willing to use military force to keep Catalonia in Spain. This makes
independence impossible for five reasons.

1. Forceful secessions have only happened 3 times in the last century— in Pakistan, Kosovo, and South
Sudan-and all of those examples were preceded by literal ethnic cleansings. Catalonia’s independence
movement is nowhere near as severe.

2. There is no support for independence among catalan parliament.

a. Rincdn of El Pais reports last week: key figures in the independence movement have said that
they will not support attempts to resume a push for unilateral independence. Without
parliament's support, there is no chance that Catalonia’s resources will go towards the
formation of a new state.

b. Furthermore, Eyal at the Straits Times reports that the newly elected parliament has refused
to let the exiled former leadership, i.e the independence movement’s leadership, vote in the
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parliament. And even though Puigdemont wants to rule Catalonia from abroad, most
lawmakers don’t think he should become President.

4. Puigdemont was elected as a self professed pacifist who’s said himself that violence has never been
an option for them. If we understand him to represent the catalonian parliament, we can conclude
that they don’t want violence either.

5. Even if the Catalans did want to go to war for independence Uxo at Monash university explains:
Catalonia lacks the army and trained personnel to launch a civil war. He concludes that civil unrest is

the only likely outcome.

Higueruela 14 José Luis Feito Higueruela [President of the Instituto de Estudios Econémicos], 1-2014, “THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF CATALAN
INDEPENDENCE,” Instituto de Estudios Econdmicos,

https://www.ieemadrid.es/wp-content/uploads/THE POLITICAL ECONOMICS OF CATALAN INDEPENDENCE.pdf //DF

For the purpose of this section it is important to state that Catalan secessionists have repeatedly cited the plundering to blame Spain for

increases in the regional taxes and the hidden public debts accumulated by not paying their suppliers, not to mention the cuts in public
investment and social spending carried out by the Catalan government. Encouraged by these assertions, widely disseminated by the Catalan
media, many Catalan businesses and families have become convinced that their economic pains are not due to the lack of resources, especially
severe in times of crisis, but rather to the contempt that Spanish governments have for Catalonia, diverting resources from there to other
regions in the country. Likewise, most Catalan citizens do not blame successive Catalan governments for the particularly heavy tax increases
they have had to endure but rather the Spanish government. It is therefore not surprising that persuaded by the ideas of secessionist politicians
a significant part of Catalan society views independence, or at least the call for independence, as the only way to stop the adjustments and
improve their living conditions. Given the persistent intensity and widespread dissemination of these proclamations, what is truly surprising and

a source of hope for the future, is not that 40% and 60% of Catalans want independence, but rather that 60% or 40% do not want it._It iS

difficult to overstate the strong influence of economic aspects in Catalan society’s drift towards

secession. As fuel for the fire of independence, reference has occasionally been made to alleged or actual restrictions on the language policy
of the Catalan government imposed by Madrid or appeals lodged against the Statute approved by the Catalan parliament and its subsequent
repeal or revision by the Constitutional Court of part of its articles. However, if the majority of Catalan citizens who have switched to the pro-
independence side in recent years were to be asked to list the inconveniences that they have suffered in using Catalan, or the statutory articles
whose repeal or amendment turned them towards pro-independence, it is extremely unlikely that they would be able to provide precise
answers. On the other hand, it is safe to say that if these people were to be asked for their reasons for calling for
independence their replies would be basically economic in nature. in my opinion, part of the rise in the

pro-independence movement in Catalonia, difficult to quantify but very significant, based on those citizens who

stated in the surveys that they were in favour of independence prior to the economic crisis of 2008 and those who do so today, is due

to the widespread belief that their economic woes are down to the “Spanish State” and that independence
would enable them to improve their living conditions.

Johnson 17 Steven Johnson, 10-28-2017, "When Rich Places Want to Secede," Atlantic,
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2017/10/catalonia-secede-rich-region/544244/ //DF

A major reason cited for the crisis? As Catalan protesters cried, “Madrid nos roba” —“Madrid is robbing us”—by which they mean the federal
government is taking more than it gives in transfer payments. Catalonia, the northeastern region that includes Barcelona and holds 16 percent

of the Spanish population, accounts for about a fifth of Spain’s $1.2 trillion economy and about a quarter of all Spanish exports and industry.
Most crucially, it pays Madrid $12 billion more in taxes per year than it gets back. AS a relatively rich region with its own
independence movement, Catalonia's not alone: A small set of secession movements in historically
productive areas, most visibly in Europe, say they’d be better off on their own, and more are pointing to Catalonia's

example to regain momentum. Belgium’s Flanders region, one of the birthplaces of modern commerce and the host to a separatist

party that made gains after the global financial crisis, boasts a GDP per capita 120 percent higher than the EU average. If the German
state of Bavaria were its own country, as the Bavarian Party wishes, its economic output would crack the top 10 of EU member states,

according to its government. And last weekend, two deep-pocketed northern Italian regions that are home to each
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Milan and Venice passed nonbinding referenda for greater autonomy. In Europe, resentments of paying to cover less productive

countrymen are longstanding, but recently they seem to have intensified as a swirl of nationalist sentiments has swept the continent. m
common wisdom used to be that separatist movements mostly came from weak minorities that
rallied around racial or ethnic injustices. “With globalization, that changed significantly,” said Andrés
Rodriguez-Pose, a professor of economic geography at the London School of Economics (LSE). “Virtually everywhere in the

world,” movements have swapped out the “identity card” for the “economic card.” Erin Jenne, a professor of
international relations at Central European University, agrees. Economic inequality is one of a few factors that can keep independence

movements simmering, but they won’t boil over without a catalyst—usually some external circumstance like a major political crisis, or an offer
from another country to provide military support to a region with separatist aspirations, she said. After all, inequality between regions is baked
into the entire concept of modern nationhood—if subsidizing poorer parts of a country were motivation enough to split off, every region would
have done it by now. Last weekend’s referenda in Italy’s regions of Lombardy and Veneto show how these economic tensions seldom come
free of matters of ethnic identity. The initiatives, which more seek financial autonomy than outright secession, are sponsored by the Northern
League, a populist anti-immigrant party. Paolo Grimoldi, a League official, said the regions were tired of “giving 80 billion euros [each year] to
the state coffers.” Politico has argued that the votes were a symbolic tribute to a northern Italian dream of the ‘90s: a fully seceded,

Celtic-inflected ethno-state called Padania that would cut the dead weight of “Roma ladrona”—“Thieving Rome.” But movements to
secede can be a gamble. Independence talk in places like Quebec and Catalonia has historically made
businesses and consumers feel queasy—after pro-secession parties took action, the regions have seen relocations of corporate
headquarters, and even drops in home prices in Quebec and bank deposits in Catalonia. Plus, there are economic perks to staying

together: Trade is easier across internal borders, and diversified regions diffuse risk. catalonia, for example,
has built up some of its own institutions, but it has a long way to go before it has all the systems of a national government, and the limited

evidence that exists suggests secession doesn’t necessarily fling open the gates of economic growth. A huge portion of Catalonia’s trade is
either domestic or with the European Union, says Rodriguez-Pose, of LSE. If the region were to break off, not only would Spain lose 20 percent
of its GDP overnight—Catalonia could see, Rodriguez-Pose says, “rapid impoverishment” depending on the scale of conflict.

Rincén 18 Reyes Rincon, 1-15-2018, "Jailed Catalan independence leaders admit October referendum was illegal," EL PAIS,
https://elpais.com/elpais/2018/01/12/inenglish/1515751031 769444.html?rel=mas //DF

In a blow to former Catalan premier Carles Puigdemont, key figures in the independence movement who are currently in

pre-trial custody over charges including rebellion and sedition have said in court they will not support attempts to resume
a push for unilateral independence for the region. Former regional interior chief Joaguim Forn and the

leader of the pro-independence civic group National Catalan Assembly (ANC), Jordi Sanchez, both members of Puigdemont’s
Junts per Catalunya ticket, on Thursday told Spain’s Supreme Court they would give up their seats in the new regional parliament if it continued

with the secession push that culminated in the chamber passing a unilateral declaration of independence in late October, in defiance of Spain’s
Constitutional Court. Madrid responded to that declaration by using emergency constitutional powers to sack the regional government and call
a snap election on December 21. Pro-independence parties then went on to win a combined majority of seats. Those parties are now
negotiating the possible shape of a new government while Puigdemont is pushing to be sworn in remotely as regional premier despite the fact

he is in Brussels and faces arrest in Spain over his own role in the independence push. But Puigdemont now finds himself
increasingly isolated after Sdnchez, Forn and Jordi Cuixart, the head of another pro-independence civic

association, Omnium, told the Supreme Court they were stepping back from the precipice. All three are in pre-trial custody
over their role in the events of September 20 and September 21, when protestors outside the Catalan government’s department of economic
affairs vandalized Civil Guard patrol cars and hindered the work of officers searching for material destined for the illegal October 1

independence referendum. Forn and Sanchez said they still planned to take possession of their seats in the

parliament but only if their party takes a less hardline approach to independence, while Forn also said he would
not take on any ministerial role in a new cabinet. According to sources in court, Forn drew lines between his desire for independence in

Catalonia, the steps taken by the former government to achieve this aim, and the actions of the Catalan police force — the Mossos d’Esquadra, a
force for which he was, as Catalan interior minister, ultimately responsible. The ousted minister said he had never given “orders” or
“instructions” to the force intended to help facilitate the October 1 referendum. He also attempted to distance himself from the actions of the
Mossos by saying he had not been directly involved in “operative” decisions.

Gonzalez 17 Ricard Gonzalez, 12-27-2017, "Catalonia's Crisis Is Just Getting Started," Foreign Policy,
http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/12/27/catalonias-crisis-is-just-getting-started/ //DF



https://elpais.com/elpais/2018/01/12/inenglish/1515751031_769444.html?rel=mas
http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/12/27/catalonias-crisis-is-just-getting-started/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/12/27/catalonias-crisis-is-just-getting-started/

The secessionist leaders are not without blame. The Catalan government’s worst mistake was to promote a declaration of independence after a
referendum with only a 43 percent turnout. The argument that this percentage would have been higher had the Spanish police not brutally
repressed voters does not legitimize such a foolish move. The consequences of the unilateral declaration were easy to predict: No country
recognized the new “rep