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Matt and I negate resolved: “The United States Federal Government (or USFG) ought to pay 
reparations to African Americans.” 
 
Reparations, according to Eric Posner of the University of Chicago, must be, among other 
things: 

1. Payment in cash or kind. 
AND 

2. Payment to correct a past wrong instead of to combat a future or current problem.  1

 
Contention 1: Reparations perpetuate a black-white binary which ignores other minorities. 

Law professor Juan Perea writes that “the development of equality doctrines based 
solely on the experience of Blacks” creates a black white binary view of race, where 
whites are seen as the sole oppressor, and blacks as the sole victim. This binary, he 
writes, “renders the… histories [and experiences] of other racialized peoples irrelevant,” 
preventing us from fully addressing white supremacy and understanding how it operates 
in the status quo.  This happened empirically in 2003 with South African reparations for 2

apartheid. ​Professor ​McKaiser writes that post-reparations“black Africans... are seen as 
worthier victims” than other minorities, who have become invisible in South African 
society. He continues that “many more [minorities today are]… worse off than black 
Africans… were during apartheid,” which has only “perpetuate[d] a racial hierarchy of 
suffering.”  3

 
Contention 2: Reparations foster envy and violence between minorities. 

Law and social justice professor Eric Yamamoto writes that “reparations… to one group 
may stretch the resources or political capital of the giver, thereby precluding 
reparations... for others,” increasing racial tensions among minorities.  This happened 4

with 1988 reparations for Japanese internment​. ​Yamamoto writes that reparations create 
“a rift… ​between Asian Americans and other minorities,” leading to “a marked increase in 
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race-related violence [and tensions] across the country.“  The impact is that ​minority 5

cooperation is necessary for combating​ white supremacy. As sociologist Demond Miller 
explains, minorities aren’t dominant political group, so their best shot at gaining rights is 
by working together. He furthers that minority cooperation was key to success in the civil 
rights movement.  6

 
Contention 3: Reparations destroy social movements. 

Subpoint A: Movements toward prison reform are happening now. 
According to Journalist Joseph Erbentraut this year, movements towards prison 
reform are happening in the status-quo.  These movements will be successful 7

because Anthony Chen of Michigan finds that historically, social movements lead 
to 3 times less discriminatory laws.  Reforming our prison system in the most 8

important issue in the round because, as Professor Michelle Alexander explains, 
the prison system is used to label minorities as criminals and then enslave them 
by forcing them to work virtually without pay in prison.   9

Subpoint B: Reparations destroy these movements. 
Professor Richard Epstein writes that reparations will undermine current 
movements to create a less racist society.  This is true for two reasons. 10

1. Reparations allow whites to deny racism. Paul Street of the Chicago 
Urban League writes in 2010 that “the call for slavery reparations 
reinforces the dominant white majority sense that the anti-black racism” is 
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over.  Teun van Dijk, professor of discourse studies, writes that this 11

denial prevents reform to racist policies.  This happened in South Africa, 12

where Journalist Geoffrey York writes that “racism is mounting a 
comeback,” and while 70% of whites viewed apartheid as a crime against 
humanity a decade ago, now, post reparations, just 53% of whites do.  13

2. Reparations produce an illusion of progress by comparing today to the 
past. Duke sociologist Bonilla-Silva writes in 2006, framing issues of race 
“in the Jim Crow era to assess whites’ racial views today produces an 
artificial image of progress… that misses [the injustices] going on” right 
now.  This destroys our motivation to combat structural racism, which 14

happened empirically with Japanese reparations. Yamamoto writes that 
reparations let the government off the hook and decreased motivation to 
vigorously combat racism against Asian Americans.   15

 
Contention 4: Reparations lead to political backlash that hurts minorities. 

John McCarron of the Chicago Tribune writes that reparations will trigger resentment 
that tips public opinion against the long-term interest of blacks. He writes that with the 
2016 election coming up, reparations will decrease black representation in the 
government and cause voters to elect leaders that rollback hard-won programs that 
benefit minorities, like affirmative action.  Similar political backlash happened empirically 16

with the Affordable Care Act, which expert Tim Wise said was widely opposed because it 
was seen as stealth reparations for slavery.  The two congresses immediately following 17
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the ACA passed the least amount of legislation since 1947.  ​Actual reparations would 18

have even more devastating effects, making the status-quo of racial oppression even 
worse, and limiting minorities political power. 
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