
Atharva and I negate the resolution. 

 

Our sole contention is reversing the revolution. 

 

For years, the affordable housing crisis has been pushing thousands into homelessness and 

poverty, but a solution is finally in sight. Wiltz '18 of Pew Research finds that “rent control 

measures [have been approved] in Berkeley, Chicago, Washington, D.C., and… New York… 

[and] lawmakers in [numerous other states] have considered [passing] rent control bills.” 

 

For example, Ashmun ‘19 of the Sacramento Bee writes that “[California is considering] a $1.75 

billion increase in funding for housing… [and] 3.5 million new housing units [could be] built… 

by 2025.” Even in our own backyard, Sutherland ‘19 of the Boston Herald reports that “more 

than $26 million of new funding will go toward… [affordable] housing… [in] Boston.” 

 

Unfortunately, affirming reverses current progress in two ways. 

 

Subpoint A is demanding demolitions. 

 

Becker ‘18 of the Star Tribune explains that “to get new [market-rate] housing, we have to tear 

down old housing.” This is because the NAA ‘17 reports that “America’s densest cities are 

running out of room for new housing,” so developers must demolish. Unfortunately, Becker 

concludes that “the most cost-effective housing to tear down is… affordable housing.”  

 

For this reason, Austen ‘18 of the New York Times finds that “[to accomodate] market-rate 

owners… 250,000 public-housing units have been demolished [nationwide].” Thrush ‘18 of the 

New York Times corroborates, writing that “from 2001 to 2013, the number of… [market-rate] 

apartments… increased by 36 percent, while units for poor people shrank by… 10 percent.” 

 

The impact is exacerbating poverty. 

 

Badger ‘14 of the Washington Post finds that “since 2011…2,000 low-income units [in Chicago] 

… [have turned] into high-end apartments where the rent costs twice as much,” displacing the 

poor. Unfortunately, Desmond ‘15 of the Institute for Research on Poverty adds that 

“renters… [who] move… [for] involuntary [reasons such as demolition are]… 25 percent more 

likely to experience long-term housing problems… [and] 20 percent more likely… [to] lose their 

job.”  

 

Subpoint B is burdening renters. 

 

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2018/11/28/rent-control-is-making-a-comeback-but-is-that-a-good-idea
https://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article225213730.html
https://www.bostonherald.com/2019/02/20/0221-bh-n-northend/
http://www.startribune.com/the-market-will-not-fix-twin-cities-affordable-housing-crisis/498361491/
https://www.naahq.org/news-publications/americans-city-centers-running-out-housing-space
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/06/magazine/the-towers-came-down-and-with-them-the-promise-of-public-housing.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/27/us/politics/hud-affordable-housing-crisis.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2014/11/12/what-happens-when-housing-for-the-poor-is-remodeled-for-millennials/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.e5480544f298
https://www.irp.wisc.edu/publications/fastfocus/pdfs/FF22-2015.pdf


Chew ‘18 of Shelterforce writes that “new… [market-rate housing] is overwhelmingly geared  

toward the luxury market.” Specifically, Kusisto ‘15 of the Wall Street Journal finds that “in… 

U.S. metropolitan areas, 82% [of rental units built are] in the luxury category… due… to the 

rising cost of land and construction.” Problematically, Chong ‘17 of Georgetown Law explains 

that “[as] poorer communities are… converted to high-end neighborhoods… [rent] prices 

increase [and] the original residents of the neighborhood are forced out.”  

 

Fortunately, Montojo '18 of UC Berkeley explains that "rent control … can stabilize rents for 

existing tenants, improve affordability for tenants in the future, and preserve the… [cost] of 

housing that may otherwise become unaffordable.” There is no good alternative, as she 

furthers that “rent control is… [the only] cost effective policy with immediate effects… [since 

it] can be established as a matter of law and… is typically paid for through modest per-unit 

fees.” 

 

Blumgart '15 of Pacific Standard thus finds that "in Cambridge… 40 percent of covered tenants 

moved out of their apartments after the end of rent regulations… [since] rents… increased by 

50 percent.” Overall,  Zuk '16 of UC Berkeley concludes that "the effect of subsidized units in 

reducing… displacement [pressures]… [is] more than double the effect of market-rate units.” 

 

There are two impacts. 

 

First, driving up displacement. 

 

Chew continues that “market-rate housing… is linked to… mass displacement of low-income 

residents… [since it raises] area rents and real estate taxes.” Moreover, Lloyd ‘18 of Housing 

Wire writes that “when the rent burden increases by 2 percentage points… 1,500 more people 

are driven to homelessness.” Unfortunately, the NHCHC '16 explains that "for every age group, 

homeless persons are three times more likely to die than the general population." 

 

Second, increasing living costs. 

 

Even if poorer renters aren’t displaced, Warren ‘18 of Johns Hopkins University explains that 

“[an increase] in rent burden is associated with 25% increased odds of experiencing material 

hardship… [such as a lack of] food [or] medical care,” drastically decreasing their lifespan. 

 

As a result, Fischer ‘16 of the CBPP finds that “federal rental assistance… [has lifted] 4 million 

people [in America]… out of poverty.” Erickson ‘18 of the Associated Press corroborates, 

writing that “families living in affordable housing are able to dedicate nearly five times as much 

[money] to health care [and] a third more to food compared to those who are rent burdened.”  

https://shelterforce.org/2018/11/05/heres-what-we-actually-know-about-market-rate-housing-development-and-displacement/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/new-luxury-rental-projects-add-to-rent-squeeze-1432114203
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/poverty-journal/blog/examining-the-negative-impacts-of-gentrification/
https://haasinstitute.berkeley.edu/opening-door-rent-control
https://psmag.com/economics/in-defense-of-rent-control
http://www.urbandisplacement.org/sites/default/files/images/udp_research_brief_052316.pdf
https://www.housingwire.com/articles/47671-homelessness-accelerates-in-expensive-rental-markets
https://www.nhchc.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/HardColdFacts.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10875549.2017.1419527
https://www.cbpp.org/research/housing/chart-book-rental-assistance-reduces-hardship-promotes-childrens-long-term-success
https://www.apnews.com/2d1ef61f473549e082b075858225eaab


 

Thus, we negate. 


