
 

Atharva and I affirm the resolution. 

 

Contention one is concluding the crisis. 

 

Ansel '19 of The Hill explains that "from 2000 to 2015… 23 states under-produced housing… 

[totaling a loss of] 7.3 million units," but while supply dwindles, Granato '16 of Stanford Politics 

writes that "[the] demand for housing, particularly in America’s urban metropolises… has been 

skyrocketing." Gross ‘18 of NPR concludes that “[while] incomes have remained flat for many 

Americans over the last two decades… median asking rents have increased by 70 percent.” 

 

Luckily, affirming solves back in two ways. 

 

First, by increasing incentives. 

 

Greenhut ‘18 of Reason explains that “rent control destroys housing markets… [by taking] 

away the incentive to build… [leading to] housing shortages [and] escalating prices.” This is 

because Krugman '00 of the New York Times finds that "the absence of new apartment 

construction… [is] because landlords fear that [rent] controls will be extended," and limit 

profit. Allowing a free market is critical, as Valdez '18 of Forbes writes that "[in free markets], 

there [is] economic motive to build more housing… [resulting in] more supply and lower 

prices."  

 

Second, by reducing competition. 

 

Badger ‘16 of the Washington Post explains that “in tight markets, poor and middle-class 

households are forced to compete with one another for scarce homes… [but] new market-rate 

housing eases that competition.” This is vital, as Taylor ‘16 of the LAO writes that “[alleviating] 

this competition… [would] place downward pressure on housing costs,” boosting affordability. 

 

The impact is decreasing displacement. 

 

Historically, Hobbes ‘18 of the Huffington Post finds that “the only American cities where rent 

growth slowed down… were those that added more new apartments.” Thus, Hertz '16 of the 

City Observatory quantifies that “[increasing the amount of construction in] a low-construction 

neighborhood… [reduces] the probability of displacement from 46 percent to 26 percent.” 

Reducing displacement also reduces homelessness. This is crucial, as the NHCHC '16 explains 

that "homeless persons are three times more likely to die than the general population." 

 

Contention two is restoring urban glory. 

 

https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/politics/432793-congress-can-help-solve-the-housing-affordability-crisis
https://stanfordpolitics.org/2016/03/07/tragic-economics-urban-housing/
https://www.npr.org/2018/04/12/601783346/first-ever-evictions-database-shows-were-in-the-middle-of-a-housing-crisis
https://reason.com/archives/2018/05/11/rent-control-initiative-could-obliterate
https://www.nytimes.com/2000/06/07/opinion/reckonings-a-rent-affair.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/rogervaldez/2018/07/16/we-dont-need-more-affordable-housing-we-need-more-housing-so-it-will-be-affordable/#6d6093f015aa
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/02/12/the-poor-are-better-off-when-we-build-more-housing-for-the-rich/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.65a1880e50c1
https://lao.ca.gov/Reports/2016/3345/Low-Income-Housing-020816.pdf
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/housing-crisis-inequality-harvard-report_us_5b27c1f1e4b056b2263c621e
http://cityobservatory.org/report-market-rate-housing-construction-is-a-weapon-against-displacement/
https://www.nhchc.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/HardColdFacts.pdf


 

 

Covert ‘15 of Think Progress explains that “over the last decade… [America’s] poor… [have 

been] getting hemmed into areas of more and more concentrated poverty… [quantifying that] 

the populations of high-poverty neighborhoods… [have risen] by 91 percent.“ Curley ‘05 of 

Boston University explains why, writing that “public housing [is located] in predominantly 

poor… communities… [increasing] the poverty concentration in [these] urban areas.” 

 

Fortunately, new developments would bring the rich back to these areas while preventing poor 

residents from facing displacement, since Scally ‘18 of the Urban Institute finds that “tax 

credits… [incentivize] investors… to develop mixed-income housing… offering some affordable 

units… for lower-income households while offering the rest [to the rich] at market-rate rents.”  

 

This has two beneficial effects. 

 

First, encouraging private investment. 

 

Grant ‘10 of the CPRC explains that “[when] poor people… live in areas that largely house other 

low-income people… [resources] that enable escape from poverty… [become] limited.” Luckily, 

Cohen ‘18 of CUNY notes that “[gentrified] neighborhoods… benefit from new investments… 

and better infrastructure and services,” giving the poor the tools needed to escape squalor. 

 

Second, increasing tax revenue. 

 

Diamond '18 of Brookings finds that "[when Cambridge removed rent controls, the] newly 

decontrolled properties’ market values increased by 45 percent." This is vital, as the NMHC 

quantifies that “in New York… the loss in taxable… property values… [due] to rent control… 

[was] $4 billion.” Plunkett ‘16 of UPenn adds that “more affluent residents contribute more 

income tax to city coffers… [providing] the revenue required to fund… [an] urban revival.” 

 

There are two impacts. 

 

 First, increasing housing accessibility. 

 

Hobbes concludes that “between 2010 and 2017… [rents] in poor urban neighborhoods rose 

50 percent faster than in rich neighborhoods.” Luckily, Cortright ‘17 of City Commentary notes 

that “[rent] inflation in Portland [which adopted market-rate housing]… fell from a peak of 

more than 10 percent year over year in 2015 and 2016, to less than zero in August 2017.”  

 

Second, preventing cyclical poverty. 

 

https://thinkprogress.org/how-a-poor-neighborhood-becomes-a-trap-b504acf5b0fc/
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3073&context=jssw
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/98758/lithc_how_it_works_and_who_it_serves_final_2.pdf
https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/128756/wp326.pdf
http://www.cunyurbanfoodpolicy.org/news/2018/3/27/feeding-or-starving-gentrification-the-role-of-food-policy
https://www.brookings.edu/research/what-does-economic-evidence-tell-us-about-the-effects-of-rent-control/#cancel
https://www.nmhc.org/news/articles/the-high-cost-of-rent-control
https://publicpolicy.wharton.upenn.edu/live/news/1581-impacts-of-gentrification-a-policy-primer/for-students/blog/news.php
http://cityobservatory.org/signs-of-the-times/


 

 

Ross ‘13 of the Center for American Progress finds that “concentrated poverty… [fosters more] 

crime, underperforming schools, [and] poor health outcomes,” leaving residents impoverished 

for generations. However, Millsap ‘18 of Forbes writes that “[in areas that gentrified], median 

household income grew faster… more residents became homeowners, and more residents 

had… degrees.” Sumo ‘14 of the CBR quantifies that “[there was] an 11% increase in income 

for the residents of a gentrifying neighborhood… [and] increases in poverty rates were 23% 

lower.” 

 

Thus, we affirm. 

 

https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/poverty/news/2013/06/05/65268/addressing-urban-poverty-in-america-must-remain-a-priority/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/adammillsap/2018/03/29/we-shouldnt-stop-gentrification-but-we-can-make-it-less-painful/#7dc2268e7ba0
http://review.chicagobooth.edu/magazine/spring-2014/what-is-the-key-to-gentrification

